SGS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2025 
Location-Saturday 6th September 2025 Holy Trinity and St Barnabas Paisley 
Time-1pm 
WELCOME 
Rev Canon Gordon Fyfe invited everyone to the meeting and thanked the people of HTSB & St Barnabas for their hospitality. 
1a-Apologies for absence  
Bro David Page, Erica Knott, Br Chris Ahern,Sr Vivian Underwood,Sr Dianne Pallett,Sr Monica Dargie,Sr Susan Baldie,Sr Josephine Collins,Sr Tina Coffey.  
Br Richard Stanley, Br Peter Darmady, Br Roger Bamfield & Br Alan Finch Rev Canon Oliver Brewer - Lennon Br John Davies Sr Trudy Hill Sr Joan Kemp Br Harold Jack. 
1b Attendance 
Thirty members attended the AGM 
2- Minutes of AGM held on 14th September 2024 
These had been posted on the SGS  website and shared at the meeting and were taken as read.The Minutes were approved as a true record and were proposed by Sr Jan Whiteside and Sr Vicki Paterson. 
3-Matters arising from the Minutes 
None. 
4-Presentation of the Accounts-Br Paul Carberry 
Br Paul produced a Statement of Accounts for the period1/9/2024-31/8/2025 which had been circulated prior to the meeting. The closing balances were as follows- 
General Fund -£4434 
Education Fund- £3093 
Total as at 31/8/2025- £7527 
The Almoner advised that 21 charges had responded with donations following on the Annual Levy letter with donations ranging from £10-£100. 
The Almoner indicated that there should be a discussion regarding the usage of the Education Fund. It was agreed that this form part of discussions following on from proposed changes of the Constitution if approved.. 
5-Secretary General’s Remarks 
The Secretary General indicated that it was a pleasure to see everyone at the meeting today and thanked everyone who had been part of the organisation of the event. 
He stated that this was the 97th Festival and not the 96th Festival – information from the floor confirmed that the error had probably occurred at the time of the 90th Festival. 
This would be corrected for next year. 
*The Council had met twice- once on Zoom and the other in person at St Michael’s Edinburgh. 
During the year Sr Maureen Langford had resigned from the Council and Br Roger Robinson was stepping down as Guardian of the Ayrshire Fraternity. The Secretary General thanked them both for their work and commitment over many years. On a positive note Sr Cosima Kramer Lomax had joined the Council and Sr Vicki Paterson had been appointed to administer our web page. 
*It had been decided that server training would be on request. 
A bespoke Rosary Booklet had been produced- thanks due to the Chaplain General and Br Barry. 
Thanks were also given for the support the Sec Gen received and to the Almoner for his work on the accounts and banking. 
6- Action Plan Update Sr Sheena Liddell 
Sr Sheena gave a resume of the Action Plan-copies of which were distributed at the meeting. 
The main points were 
*Compile a Young Person’s Guide to the Guild *Deliver server training on request. 
*Rosary via Zoom [scheduled October  4th] 
*Organise a Servers’ Retreat [scheduled15th November at St Ninian’s Cathedral Perth] 
7- Guardians’ Update- Sr Sheena Liddell 
The report had been made available prior to the meeting.Sr Sheena reiterated that any training requests would be followed up. 
[8-Warden’s Remarks- Rev Canon Gordon Fyfe 
The Warden stated that he was very proud to be associated with the Guild especially in his position as Warden which was a privilege. The SGS was a flourishing part of the Church and that this was heartening. Following on from the Bishop’s sermon, the members of the Guild show quiet commitment and they are a blessing to the Church as a whole. 
It was also encouraging to see so many young people join the Guild. 
The Warden thanked the people of Holy Trinity and St Barnabas and all who took part in the Festival and that it was good to see so many here at the meeting. 
9- Constitution 
Proposals for Amendment of Constitution and Terminology- a paper had been produced and circulated prior to the meeting. The following was agreed after discussion 
*3 Membership  
(i) On line 6  delete “Secretary-General” and insert 
“Membership Secretary” to reflect the current position that the 
 Membership Secretary now deals with all membership matters. (ii) 	Delete all reference to Probationer-Members 
(iii) . The words from the top of page 2 to the end at Secretary General   should be deleted. 
 
	(iv) 	Robes  
   Then insert in 3. 
“So that it is clearly evident that servers are set apart when on duty at the altar, they should be robed in cassock and cotta or surplice. or cassock alb, according to the custom of their local church.” 
Government  
(i) Deletion of (b) Past -Wardens 
                (d) Almoner should be deleted and Treasurer inserted 
(ii) (iii) Deletion of “Newsletter Editor” which no  longer exists and insertion of “Web Administrator” which does exist. 
(iii) Insertion at the end of 8(e) the words. 
“unless they are members in another capacity” which contrasts. non-voting members with for example Guardians or Council  members who can vote. 
3      If approved at this AGM the procedure is as follows:- 
This will be reported back to the Council and   final approval of the amendments will take place at the 2026 AGM. 
B- TERMINOLOGY 
The Council had discussed changing the word Fraternity which has historically been used to describe the various regional  fellowships of servers to another term that more accurately reflects the makeup of the Guild today. 
The issue before the AGM was therefore 
1- Is a change from Fraternity to another term warranted? 
2- And if so what should replace  “Fraternity”? 
After discussion on a number of options and a vote on the options. It was agreed that Fraternity be replaced by Chapter. 
This decision will go back to the Council –this will be brought for  final approval at the 2026 AGM. 
 
10-Election of Office Bearers and Council Members 
*Election of Almoner/Treasurer- Br Paul Carberry was elected. Proposed Sr Jan Whiteside Seconded Sr Sheena Liddell. 
*Election of Council Members. 
Br Frank Murray – Proposed Sr Vicki Paterson Seconded Rev Can Dr Alisdair Coles. 
Br William Ferguson –Proposed Sr Jan Whiteside Seconded Br Stephen Watt. 
Guardian of the Fraternity  of  St Columba. 
It was noted that Br Roger Robinson was retiring from that position and that Br Matthew Wylie would be the new Guardian with immediate effect.Br Roger was thanked again for his service and Br Matthew  was welcomed on to the Council. 
 
11-AOCB 
*The Fraternity Reports were not discussed but were available at the meeting 
*Date and Venue of next AGM and Festival-after discussion- 
5th September 2026 at Holy Trinity Albert Place Stirling FK8 2QL[ subject to this venue being available to the Guild] 
12-Vote of Thanks and Blessing 
The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to all and a blessing. 
 
